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Thank you for considering adoption of a rescue/shelter animal. Please note that although adoption              
applications are considered in the order they are received, the pet is not automatically approved to the                 
first request. We try to match pets and people to find the placement that works best for everyone.                  
Additionally, we keep a list of people looking for certain types/breeds of animals and may call them                 
before considering new requests for a particular animal. All persons living in the household should be                
involved in choosing a pet.  The primary caretaker must approve the selection. 
 
The submission and approval of your home does not guarantee you will get the animal being                
considered. You may end up choosing a different animal. The first approved applicant to complete               
the transaction by paying all required fees and arranging for pick up of the animal will be the                  
successful adopter.  Prepayment is an acceptable means to hold a pet. 
 
 
DATE: NAME OF DOG DESIRED: 
DEPOSIT PAID:    Cash        OR        Check  
BALANCE PAID:   Cash        OR        Check 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
Name: 
Address: 
Cell Phone: 
Home Phone: 
Email address: 
Number of people in household: Children:  Yes or No Ages: 
 

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 
 
Name of Employer: 
Address: 
Phone number: 
Supervisor Contact: 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Type of Residence: House      Apartment      Condo     Mobile Home      Other 
 
If a Rental, are dogs allowed? Size or Breed Restrictions? 
Landlord Name and Contact Information and may we contact? 
 
Do you have a fenced yard?            What type of fencing? 
 
Under what circumstances would you return the dog to us? 
 
Are you willing to take responsibility if this pet acquires an illness?  All dogs in Colorado are tested for 
Heartworm prior to adoption. If positive, The ADP will cover the cost of treatment. 
 
Are you willing and able to pay veterinary costs to care for your new pet? 
 
Will you provide your pet with annual vaccinations, teeth cleaning, and general health care? 
 
Are you willing to take the time to work with your dog on housebreaking or chewing if such problems 
arise? 
 
How much time are you prepared to allow your new pet to adjust to your home? 
 
Do you have other pets? 
If so, type, ages, personality 
 
Personal Reference # 1 :  Name and phone # 
 
Personal Reference # 2 :  Name and phone # 
 
Veterinary Reference:  Name and phone # 
 
Adoption Process: (1) Complete application and pay 50% deposit to hold dog (2) Make an               
appointment with ADP to bring dog to your home so ADP can do a Home Visit/Check and if necessary,                   
introduce to other pet(s) at home. (3) ADP will check references given. (4) If all checks out, adoption                  
will be finalized and paperwork provided to adopter when dog is delivered to their home. Balance of                 
adoption fee should be paid at that time. Please let us know in advance if arrangements need to be                   
made.  
 

*** The Adopter will give the dog adequate time to acclimate to new surroundings, family               
members, other animals and to decompress. A 30 day trial period is agreed to. ___________ Initials 
 

*** The Adopter agrees to practice sensible introduction practices to their family members,             
including but not limited to, small children, elderly as well as ALL pets in the home. Adopter has received                   
a copy of a Resource “Introducing Dogs to Each Other” attached to this application and hereby agrees                 
to apply these practices in their integration of the dog to their home. _________________  Initials  
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IF AT ANY TIME THE ADOPTION DOES NOT WORK OUT, THE DOG MUST BE RETURNED TO THE ADP.                  
ALWAYS!!! This applies irrespective of how long the dog has been with your family. Adopter agrees to                 
NEVER, without written permission from ADP, transfer the dog to another family, give to another rescue                
or take to an animal shelter. This will constitute a Breach of Contract and result in a $2,500 penalty paid                    
to The ADP from the Adopter. If Adopter has made honest attempts to contact ADP and are unable, the                   
above will not apply. Proof of attempt will be required. There is a 30 day trial period wherein if the                    
adoption is not working out, said dog can be returned and Adopter will have a 6 month period in which                    
to find and adopt another animal from The ADP. All funds given to The ADP for the adoption will                   
become a donation to The ADP to continue its work and care of the animals. It is non-refundable. We                   
are a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) and all monies paid are tax deductible. Tax ID # will be provided at your                   
request. 
 
The Animal Debt Project has disclosed animal origination, such as shelters, Owner Surrenders, found on               
the street, another State or Country. We have fully disclosed any and all information THAT WE HAVE                 
BEEN MADE AWARE OF but can NOT guarantee any behavior or problems outside of what we’ve been                 
told or have experienced. These dogs are RESCUES and The ADP makes no claim of knowledge as to                  
previous experiences or behaviors. 
 
The Animal Debt Project has provided every dog with a health exam, all required Rabies, DHLPP and                 
Bordetella vaccinations, microchip and has been spayed/neutered. To the best of our knowledge, at the               
time of adoption the dog has been deemed to be healthy unless otherwise disclosed. A full record of                  
procedures done while in the care of ADP will provided along with any previous records IF provided to                  
ADP. By way of signature below, you acknowledge you have been provided and received full               
disclosures, including medical while in the care of ADP. 
 
Adopter, by way of signature on the Application/Contract, agrees that they are being considered by The                
Animal Debt Project to adopt one of their rescues. They have been provided all medical records and any                  
other information The ADP is aware of. They have also been provided proof of Rabies and the Colorado                  
Rabies Brochure. 
 
Individual or persons signing below swear and affirm that they are at least 18 years of age and able to                    
sign a legal contract. All parties agree that this application is a legal contract. Age is to be verified by an                     
emailed or attached copy of ID. In addition, they understand that this document can be used as a legal                   
contract in any court proceeding if needed. Any disputes or legal action arising from said adoption MUST                 
be filed in Weld County, Colorado, jurisdiction of the Animal Debt Project, Inc. 
 
 
 
PRINT NAME: DATE: 
 
 
SIGNATURE: ADP REPRESENTATIVE: 
 
 
 
PRINT NAME: 
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SIGNATURE: 
 
 
 

 
Introducing Dogs to Each Other 

 
By Sherry Woodard, Best Friends Animal Behavior Consultant  
 
SEE ALSO: Dog Body Language, Getting the Behavior You Want From Your Dog, How to Introduce a Dog 
to a Cat  
 
If you have a dog and a new one will be entering or visiting your home, there are things you can do to 
ensure that the meeting goes off without a hitch. A new dog can mean you are bringing home a foster or 
a new family member, someone who has a dog is moving into your house, or someone is visiting with a 
dog. 
If you know that both dogs are very social with a variety of other dogs, the meeting should be easy. 
However, some dogs don’t get out and mix with other dogs that much, or may have only had one or two 
dog friends in their lives. These dogs may seem to have better social skills than they actually do, so 
introducing them to new dogs may require more care and effort. Another factor to consider is whether 
or not the dogs have been spayed or neutered; if not, the meeting may be more difficult. 
 
If you are uncertain how one (or both) of the dogs will react, be cautious. First, plan to have the dogs 
meet on neutral ground. Choose a place where neither dog is likely to feel territorial. Even your dog’s 
favorite park is not a good spot, unless it is a dog park (since dogs are often used to meeting other dogs 
there). If you are adopting a dog from a shelter, ask the staff if they can help to introduce the dogs. If 
your dog is accustomed to meeting dogs at a pet supply store like PetSmart or Petco, you can ask the 
store’s trainer to help with the introduction. The dogs could casually meet while you are on a shopping 
trip. If either dog has a history of difficulty getting along with other dogs, the best strategy would be to 
hire a certified professional behavior consultant to help you gradually introduce the two dogs to each 
other. 
 
When the meeting occurs, have each dog on lead, each with a calm, relaxed adult handler. Keep the 
leads loose, since tension on the leash might communicate to the dogs that you are fearful or anxious 
about their meeting, which will in turn make them more fearful and anxious. Walk the dogs side by side 
with a safe distance between the dogs. Then, cross paths (still maintaining that distance) and allow the 
dogs to smell where the other has walked. If either of the dogs barks, snaps and lunges toward the 
other, consider hiring a certified professional dog trainer or behavior consultant to teach you how to do 
the Look at That game to help the dogs feel calm and happy around each other before proceeding to the 
next stage of introduction. 
 
Next, let the dogs meet. As the dogs approach each other, watch their body language closely, paying 
attention to the entire body. The dogs may need to do a little posturing or make a little noise, but if you 
don’t know how to tell the difference between dogs getting to know each other and dogs who don’t like 
each other, have someone there who does. 
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If the dogs have shown no signs of hostility toward each other up to this point, take them to an enclosed 
area, drop their leashes, step back and give them space to get to know each other. We have a tendency 
to micro-manage these interactions, but in general it’s best if we allow the dogs to work it out with 
minimal interference. Humans hovering and getting too involved can be frustrating to the dogs, which 
can make them tense and spoil the interaction. 
 
For the most part, dogs in this situation respond well to verbal feedback from humans. For example, if 
the dogs are getting too tense around each other, saying something in a soothing tone of voice (such as 
“It’s OK, guys, cool your jets”) can help them to take it down a notch, shake off and start fresh. If one 
dog is getting too overbearing and the other isn’t correcting her, we can often help out by saying 
something like “Hey, knock it off!” If the dogs do shake off their tension and engage with each other in 
polite, appropriate ways, we can reward them for those behaviors and encourage more of them by 
speaking in a happy tone (“Good dogs! Well done!”). In most cases, that kind of verbal guidance is all the 
interference they need from us. We must only step in and physically separate them when they are 
becoming too excited and cannot give themselves a break, or when it becomes clear that their 
relationship is headed for conflict. 
 
 
 
 
Here are some general body language signs to look for to get a general idea of where the interaction is 
headed: 
 
If they stiffen their bodies and stare into each other’s eyes with their hair up and their teeth bared, they 
probably aren’t going to become fast friends. If they lunge at each other and try to fight, separate them 
and don’t try further introductions without help from a certified professional behavior consultant. Some 
dogs cannot safely interact with other animals and therefore should be the only pet in the home. Most 
of these dogs can be taught to ignore other animals while out in public, but they may never be able to 
safely interact with them. 
 
Be wary of nose-to-nose greetings. This type of greeting is very stressful for many dogs, particularly 
those who are fearful or feel threatened by eye contact. For these dogs, nose-to-nose greetings may 
cause them to make a bad decision and bite out of fear and defensiveness. When dogs first look into 
each other’s eyes, the appropriate behavior is to give a glance and then look away. A hard stare into 
another dog’s eyes is a challenge — not a friendly way to greet. If the dogs practice inappropriate 
behavior like stiffening or staring, try to get the dogs to calm down by offering verbal feedback. If that 
doesn’t work, you can pick up their leashes and walk them around until they shake off and loosen up, 
then try again. 
 
If the dogs rush up to each other — with or without the hair raised at their shoulders and at the base of 
the tail — and engage in loud, raucous play, stay alert. This type of play can often escalate to fighting if 
the dogs do not know how to calm themselves down. 
 
If one dog pursues the other continually and ignores the other dog’s corrections (e.g., lip curls, growls or 
air snaps) or requests to take a break, it can turn from play into bullying. These kinds of corrections are 
frequently mistaken for aggression, but they are actually part of a healthy, normal dog communication. 
Dogs should be able to correct each other when one is being inappropriate; likewise, they should be able 
to pay attention to another dog’s corrections. It is also important for dogs to take turns being the chaser 
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and the one being chased, and to take breaks when they get too amped up. If they are not able to do 
that for themselves, pick up their leashes and walk them around until they shake off and loosen up, then 
try again. 
 
If the dogs try to play by pawing or play-bowing with their legs stretched out in front of them, they may 
want to be best buddies. Allow them to get to know each other, and give praise for each nice 
interaction. 
 
If the dogs seem fine with each other, drive them home, preferably in separate crates or cars so that the 
close quarters of a vehicle won’t create unnecessary tension between them. At home, let them settle in, 
but make sure you’ve put away your dog’s toys, bones and food bowls first, since these items may be 
sources of conflict. Whenever you feed the dogs, and certainly if you’re going to offer high-value items 
like Kongs or chews, it may be best to separate them while they eat. Once the dogs are good friends, 
they may be more willing to chomp side by side on food and high-value items. 
 
To introduce a puppy to a dog, use the same procedure as above. If the puppy is under six months old, 
both the dog and the puppy may need frequent breaks from each other. Some adult dogs will quickly 
lose patience with puppy energy. If the dog does not like a puppy, do not leave them alone together. 
Finally, if you are not confident or comfortable at any point, please seek help from a relationship-based 
trainer who has ample experience with dog to dog interactions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Type of residence (circle one): Home – Apartment – Condo – Townhouse – Mobile Home – Other 
How long have you lived at this residence? ________________________________________________ 
How long did you live at your previous residence? __________________________________________ 
If this is a rental, are animals allowed? Yes – No 
Are there any size or breed restrictions? __________________________________________________ 
Landlord name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Landlord contact number: _____________________________________________________________ 
Do you have a yard? Yes – No 
Is it fenced in? Yes – No 
Are you willing to take responsibility if this pet acquires an illness? Yes – No  
All dogs in Colorado are tested for Heartworm prior to adoption. If positive, The ADP will cover the cost 
of treatment. 
Are you willing and able to pay veterinary costs to care for your new pet once you have completed the 
adoption process? Yes – No 
Will you provide your pet with annual vaccinations, teeth cleaning, and general health care? Yes – No 
Are you willing to take the time to work with your animal on housebreaking or chewing if such problems 
arise? Yes – No 
How much time are you prepared to allow your new pet to adjust to your home? __________________ 
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